
The Coors refrigerator car is one of the more col-
orful cars at the museum. The history of this type of
car is related to that of breweries and the 1918-1933
era of national prohibition. Only about half of the
1,500 breweries nationwide survived those years.
Coors of Golden, Colorado, was one of them.

Brewers again started to market their products, and
one way was to paint the sides of refrigerator cars as
“billboard reefers.” In 1933, Coors leased 20 cars
from the Burlington Refrigerator Express Company,
a subsidiary of the Chicago Burlington & Quincy
Railroad and the next year took delivery of 10 more.
Their reporting marks and numbers were ADCX
5400-5429. They were used to ship Coors products
to distributors in Colorado and adjacent states.

When BN donated Western Fruit Express 67685 in 1971, the car was placed on a short section of track in what today is
the picnic grounds. Two Coors employees donated their time to paint the car, as seen above. (CRRM photo)

These cars had a very short life because in July
1934, the Interstate Commerce Commission prohib-
ited cars from being lettered for any company other
than the one which owned them. By the mid-1930s,
5400-5429 were returned to their old BREX num-
bers and the colorful advertising became part of his-
tory. None of the original cars exist today.

In 1971, Burlington Northern donated Western
Fruit Express WFEX 67685 which had served on the
Great Northern Railway. This car was built in 1929
at the Alexandria (Virginia) shops of WFEX and was
similar to the Coors cars. The museum painted it in
the old Coors scheme, with assistance from Coors
Brewing Company.

Colorado Railroad Museum
Equipment Data Sheet No. 6

Coors Car ADCX 5400



The car is painted white with CCoooorrss in black and
GOLDEN in 18-inch yellow letters outlined in
black. Other lettering is black. The Coors herald is
seven feet in diameter with colors including red,
orange, purple, green, earth, sky blue, yellow, black
and white. The ends are CB&Q body brown with
white lettering, the roof is body brown and the trucks
and underframe are black.

For more information on billboard refrigerator
cars, see Burlington Bulletin No. 28 by Hol Wagner
and Bob Landregan, published in 1993 by
Burlington Route Historical Society, P.O. Box 456,
LaGrange, IL 60525

Western Fruit Express WFEX 67685 was photographed in
the Golden yard before being trucked to the museum
grounds in 1971. (CRRM photo)

Five of the cars are shown next to the Golden brewery. During prohibition Coors, like a number of other
breweries, manufactured malted milk. (CRRM collection)



One of the reefers provided a backdrop for this photo of the staff of the Coors’ Phoenix, Arizona, distributor. Though only
the final digit of the number is visible, we know this is the ADCX 5426, because the freshly painted car carries a May 1934
Indiana Harbor weight date, and only the 5420-5429 were painted in 1934. (Coors Brewing Company)

One way to move cars around the museum is with two large cranes. ADCX 5400 is being moved to its current location
ahead of Colorado & Southern caboose 10606 which can be leased by visitors for birthday parties. (CRRM photo)
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