The CAS plow train consisting of rotary No. 96201, 2-8-0 steam locomative No. 641, two boxcars and a wooden
t Cimasx, Colorado, 1961

boose,

Colorado in the 19th Century had two things
in abundance: precious mineral deposits and snow.
In their quest 0 serve the mining communities of the
Rocky Mountains, the Denver & Rio Grande and
the Denver, South Park & Pacific both found that

‘means of keeping their lines open during the winter
The UP's Denver Leadville and Gunnison
had nartow gauge rotary No. 064, originally built for

the Denver South Park & Pacific, based at Como to
clear is line 10 Leadville as well as through Alpine
Tunnel to Gunnison. The 064 (which became C&S
01,011 and finally 99200 in 1912) had trouble kecp-
ing up with the heavy winier snows by itslf.

In 1899 the new owner of the fine - Colorado
& Souther Railway - ordered a second rotary from
the Cooke Locomtive Works. The 03 was defivered
in February 1900,
trucks, so the wheels were pressed
foot gauge in Denver for use on the South Park line.
But, it proved o be too heavy for the narrow gauge
rails and oo large to fit through Alpine Tunnel, so
the new rotary sat idle as of October 1901. In 1903 it




was refified 10 standard gauge and sent to Cheyenne
where it worked the C&S northen division. The.
other standard gauge plow, a Jull Snow Excavator,
was stationed in Trinidad. It became the 0200 and
IR i

Rotary No. 99201 was standard gauged again
and retumed to Cheyenne after an extensive rebuild
at the Joint Burlinglon/C&S Deaver shops in 1949,

it also received a new steel housing and a

3 was renumbered to 0270, then
V2011 o e s During the 1913 blizzard it
s used between Cheyenne and Denver to clear the
mainine through Longmont and also between
Denver and Falcon through Parker and Elizabeth.
With the inability of the 99201 to operate on
the Tight rail, narrow gauge rotary 99200 worked
alone on the South Park line, doing the best it could
10 keep the line open unil 1935, On March 25,
1935, it was damaged, along with engines No. 72
and 75, when the wooden addition 10 the Como.
roundhouse caught fir. The 99201 was moved from.
Cheyenne and again had its wheels pressed to 3-foot
‘gange and was sent (0 Leadville. The burnt locomo-
tives and rotary 99200 were hastly repaired, and the
winter of 1935-36 saw both rotaries working
between Denver and Leadville
pproval by the ICC for abandonment of the
South Pak came in 1936 and on Aprl 11, 1937 the
last passenger train ran from Leadville (o Denver.
“The line between Leadville and Climax was spared.
however, and three-railed to provide the Climax
Molybdenum mine a rail outlet for its products. On
Augost 25, 1943, narrow gauge locomotive No. 76
‘met standard gauge No. 638 in the Leadville yard on
the last day of narrow gauge operations.

In 1951, it was again sent to Leadville 0

had also previously been standard gauged in 1943
for the Leadville-Climax line.

No. 99201 continued to operate when needed
unil 1965. It was pushed by 2-8-0 No. 638 and then
by sister engine 641 unilthe end of
on the Leadville branch. lis last run was made.

play. It has been "displayed” in the trees across the
street from the museum for the past 35

moved to a display track beside D&RGW 5771-5762
ahead of Union Pacific 0-6-0 No. 4455 in January
2008. It s fnally at a photographable location.

Plowing the high-ine between Leadvile and Cimax,
Colorado n 1961




CBS rolary No. 99201 was used
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